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3 # Ajit D. Jagtap

FMC-ISMC 2012 held at Estrel convention center during September 2-6, 2012 in Berlin, Germany. It

was the XXIInd edition of EFMC International Symposium on Medicinal Chemistry, jointly organised by
the division of Medicinal Chemistry of the German Chemical Society (GDCh) and the Pharmaceutical/Medicinal
Chemsitry section of German Pharmaceutical Society (DPhG) under the auspices of the European Federation of
Medicinal Chemistry (EFMC). This European event was attended by more than 1000 registered participants from
around the world. For five days, this scientific concourse included total 110 lectures amidst which there were 4
plenary lectures, 3 award lectures and 3 prize lectures. Symposium also arranged schedule for 50 exhibitors and
three poster sessions with about 640 posters in all. Thanks to organisers of ISMC-2012(International Symposium
on Medicinal Chemistry), the symposium talks covered drug discovery advances in all major therapeutic areas,
as well as the most recent advances in lead identification and optimization strategies,. An emphasis was on first
time disclosures, emerging drugs and emerging technologies such as modulation of stem cells for regenerative
medicines. The opening ceremony, led by Prof. B. Clement (Kiel University, KIEL, Germany) and Dr. E. Ottow
(Bayer Healthcare, Berlin, Germany), symposium chairman, was the start of a five day symposium with many
scientific highlights. Symposium was initiated with the impressive lecture by Dr. G. Stock (President, Berlin-
Bradenburg Academy of Sciences and Humanities) entitled “Berlin: The Dynamic Science metropole Responds
to challenges and opportunities of 21st Century”. The three prestigious EFMC Awards viz. Nauta Award for
Pharmacochemistry, the UCB-Ehrlich Award for Excellence in Medicinal Chemistry and the Prous Institute-
Overton and Meyer Award for New Technologies in Drug Discovery were also conferred during the opening
ceremony. The inaugural lecture by Nobel laureate Prof. Ada Yonath (Weizmann Institute of Science, Rehovot,
Israel) entitled “Can Structure Lead to Better Antibiotics?” concluded the opening ceremony, and the evening
was brought to an end with a well-attended welcome reception.

The following 4 days, it was a busy program including 27 parallel sessions and 2 sunset sessions, 2 workshops
and 3 poster sessions. The research and development team members of Astex Pharmaceuticals, Cambridge, UK:
Dr. Harren Jhoti, Dr. David Rees and Dr. Marcel Verdonik shared their experiences at Astex Pharmaceuticals
and presented the case study of clinical drug candidate AT13387 (Astex), a Heat Shock Protein (HSP) inhibitor
under phase II clinical trials for the treatment of Gastrointestinal Stromal Tumor (GIST) highlighting the use
of Fragment Based Drug Design (FBDD) approach. Lecture by Dr. Amjad Ali (Merck Research Laboratories,
Rahway, United States) about the discovery and development of Anacetrapib, a Cholesterylester Transfer Protein
(CETP) inhibitor with safety profile was an interesting one. Clearly, industrial research faces different bottlenecks
than those encountered in academia. The other lectures and the scientific posters presented during the symposium
gave an overview of updates in peptidomimetics and their rapid synthetic approach, antibody drug conjugates
for cancer treatment, designing better drugs using ligand efficiency and the development of anti-infectives and
possible solution to overcome the resistance associated with them. This symposium became a platform for me
to meet the various representatives from industrial as well as academic research community and to exchange the
views and ideas about drug discovery strategies with them. This interaction has enriched my knowledge about
the recent advances in drug discovery strategies. In this symposium, I got an opportunity to present my research
work entitled “Design, Synthesis and Biological Evaluation of Novel Benzoylurea Derivatives of Indolin-
2-one Scaffold as Potent Aurora B Kinase Inhibitors” and discuss it with peers from academia and industry
working in the field of oncology. Their views and key insights on my research work will definitely help me to
lead my research in positive manner.

The scientific program was also complemented with interesting
social programs. I enjoyed the excursion in and around Berlin, where
I got the opportunity to drive the historical German trambant car on
the Berlin streets and it was a fun experience. Beside this I visited to
the historical monuments in Germany Bradenburg gate, Reichstag
a parliament of the German empire and the bunkers built during the
cold war. The next edition of this biennial symposium will take place
in September 2014 in Lisbon, Portugal. In conclusion, the talks and
posters, open discussions by the participants during the meeting, and the
excellent organization made this a very fruitful scientific meeting.

Conference Pictures:
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